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THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
Executive Offlce of the President
Washington, D.C. 205606

CONFIPENTIAL

JUL 14 1997

Mr. Kojt Suzuki

President, Super Studio, Inc.
Suite 301, 21-3 Ichiban-cho
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102
Japan

Dear Mr. Suzuki:

Thank you for your insightful letter regarding port operations and (ransport infrastructure in
Japan. Iappreciate the willingness of individuals such as yourself to contribute their thoughts in
the interest of improving Japan’s port system and further opening the Japanese market for
umports.

As you are probably aware, the United States and Japan reached an understanding on April 11
that addresses the granting of licenses to foreign carriers for stevedore and terminal operations
and revision of the so-called “prior consultation system” of allocating contracts for handling
freight in Japan’s ports. This understanding, if properly implemented, should increase
competition and open Japan’s ports to foreign competition. The main U.S. concern now lies with
implementation of the understanding. T sincerely hope that the Government of Tapan will move
forward to carry out the agreed measures which, I belicve, are in the best interests of both Japan
and those companies that export products to Japan.

Once again, thank you for sharing your insights on this important issue.

Sinc )ely,

e LA

Charlene Barshefsky
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